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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
             
Medline Industries, Inc. President Andy Mills 
Named Lake Forest Graduate School of Management
Distinguished Executive for 2011

Medline President Andy Mills has been awarded the 2011 Distinguished Executive Award by Lake Forest Graduate School of Management, a premier not-for-profit graduate business school offering one of Chicagoland's largest MBA programs. 

LAKE FOREST, ILL. (July 21, 2011)  Lake Forest Graduate School of Management (LFGSM) recently honored Andy Mills, President of Medline Industries, Inc., with its Distinguished Executive Award for 2011. A highly respected business executive and community leader, Mills accepted the Award and delivered the Commencement Address to the LFGSM Class of 2011 at graduation ceremonies held in the Navy Pier Grand Ballroom on June 26, 2011.   

Each year since 1978, Lake Forest Graduate School has presented its Distinguished Executive Award to an exceptional business leader who unmistakably demonstrates managerial excellence, and who has been an exemplar of the highest performance standards and business ethics. Recipients of this award demonstrate exceptional business leadership ability as well as a connection with their community.

“We are pleased to honor Andy Mills with our Distinguished Executive Award for 2011,” said John Popoli, LFGSM President & CEO. “Andy’s principled leadership and steadfast passion for advancing his organization’s mission have helped Medline Industries, Inc. thrive in today’s highly-competitive global healthcare products industry.” The School’s decision to honor Andy Mills as its 2011 Distinguished Executive was reinforced when Mills visited LFGSM to observe classes in action and interact with students, faculty and staff prior to his commencement address. “This is a guy who does his homework,” Popoli remarked. 

Headquartered in Mundelein, Illinois, Medline Industries, Inc. is the largest privately-held healthcare supply company in the United States, manufacturing and distributing more than 125,000 products to hospitals, extended care facilities, surgery centers, physician offices and home care dealers worldwide. Mills joined the organization in 1986 and has served as its President since 1997. Under his leadership, the company has continued to prosper in an intensely competitive industry. The company currently employs more than 8,000 individuals and was recently named one of the “100 Best Places to Work in Healthcare.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Accepting the Award, Mills offered both long and short term advice to the Class of 2011. Praising the graduates for their achievement, Mills first encouraged them to actively reach out to those who had supported them during their studies. In particular, he urged them to use the opportunity to seek out the higher goals and responsibilities on the job that their Lake Forest MBA education has allowed them to achieve. “The fact that you now have a graduate degree, earned while working full-time, says to me that you are capable of accomplishing a great deal in life,” Mills noted. Further, Mills spoke of the value of learning from experience and setting extraordinary goals. Sharing obstacles that he had overcome at the helm at Medline and drawing inspiration from sports history, Mills emphasized the importance of striving to achieve excellence despite the odds. “Set new goals for yourself. Set them higher than you could ever imagine, and then begin working hard to achieve them,” Mills urged. 

Mr. Mills joins the elite group of business leaders who have received this award in recent years, including: Michael Englehart, President, Advocate South Suburban Hospital (2010); David B. Speer, Chairman & CEO of Illinois Tool Works (2009); David M. McDonough, President & CEO of The Trustmark Companies (2008); John W. Rogers, Founder and CEO of Ariel Capital Management (2007); LFGSM Past Presidents Maurice F. Dunne, Jr., Raymond E. Britt, Jr. and Rhett Butler (2006); Edward Liddy, Chairman & CEO of Allstate (2005); and Miles D. White, Chairman & CEO of Abbott Laboratories (2004).

Active in the healthcare industry, Mills is on the Board of Directors of NorthShore University HealthSystem, a comprehensive and fully integrated healthcare delivery system that serves the greater NorthShore and northern Illinois communities. He also is a member of several not-for-profit boards, including the Leadership Advisory Council for the Joint Commission Center for Transforming Healthcare; the Board of Trustees for NorthShore University HealthSystem in Chicago; the North Suburban Healthcare Foundation; and the Board of Trustees of the Adler Planetarium in Chicago.  
Mills graduated with a BA from Tulane University and received his MBA from the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University.

***
LFGSM is an independent, accredited, not-for-profit graduate business school offering the Chicago area’s premier MBA program for experienced professionals, with campuses in Chicago, Schaumburg and Lake Forest, and on site at some of the area’s leading companies. Learn more about LFGSM’s degree programs and corporate learning solutions at www.LFGSM.edu.

image1.jpeg
Lakelorest

Graduate School of Management




